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PDG Lion Ian Clare, 10 Beech Drive, Poulton-Le-Fylde, Lancs, FY6 8EF

                                                   Tele No. 01253 894941/07801 717846


                                    ian.clare22@btinternet.com



Dear Fellow Lions

Support for the English Federation of Disability Sports (EFDS)
MD105 have a Charter Partnership Agreement with English of Federation of Disability Sports. This was re-signed at the MD Convention in Manchester and is effective until May 2017 when I hope that a revised Agreement shall be signed. 

Over the years there been some confusion expressed from a number of Lions /Clubs in the MD between EFDS and Special Olympics (SOGB). Therefore it’s been agreed that separate Letters of Support should be circulated to all clubs. Both the organisations require our support in many ways

The English Federation of Disability Sports
www.efds.co.uk
The English Federation of Disability sport has a vision that disabled people are active for life. Disability, as the national body for disabled people in sport and physical activity, they increase inclusive opportunities at all levels. 

 EFDS's events programme provides participation opportunities for young people to take part in sport at whatever level they choose. The events programme runs both national and regional events aiming to ensure an inclusive and positive experience of sport for both children and adults. Whether its boccia, athletics or swimming it is essential that these children and adults have the same opportunity. EFDS remain committed to support Disability Sport Events (DSE), the events programme of EFDS. DSE deliver, among other events, at national and regional programme in swimming and athletics. These events welcome athletes from all home nations, including the Republic of Ireland, and increase participation at grassroots level. They also provide opportunities for talented disabled athletes to develop into elite performers. 
Disabled peoples’ participation in sport is still less than half of that of non-disabled people. This equates to 18% (1.6 million) participating in sport once a week, compared to 38% of non-disabled people. 

The EFDS National Games shall be held at Warwick University on the 1st and 2n July 2017

Details re how any Lion from MD105 can be volunteers at the above event will be issued in February 2017 to all clubs

Appeal re Club donations 

May I request that your club considers supporting the National Junior Games by making a donation towards offsetting the costs of the National Junior Games? 

The cost to hold the National Junior Games is approx. £25,000 and I am assured by our Partner EFDS that all donations received from MD105 goes to offset the costs of the National Junior Games 

May I request that your club donates a minimum of £100 towards the Games and this MD Partnership

Rest assured my fellow lions, supporting such events, and SOGB brings home to all lions why we joined the association. . I appreciate that during 2017 the MD are also hosting the National SOGB Games in August 2017, and would ask clubs to support both Games making a difference to great young athletes

Finally but importantly the above events are self-funded programmes, EFDS relies on your club’s generosity through, donations to assist in the running costs over the weekend. 

Please send any cheques to your District Treasurer, payable to Lions Clubs International and endorsed EFDS on the reverse of the cheque.

 Your District treasurer will forward your cheque to the MD Charity Treasurer. Please also inform me so that I can arrange for letters of thanks to be issued to your respective club.

Sincere thanks to those clubs who have supported EFDS in the past

Yours in Lionism

PDG Ian A Clare

MD 105 EFDS Liaison Officer on behalf of MD Physical and Learning Disabilities Team
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