
Sharing  
our vision

A cataract operation can give 
a child newfound freedom. 
Read about how Aaron’s 
life was turned around after 
he attended a Sightsavers 
screening camp. Story inside… 



Our vision is of a  
world where no  
one is blind from 
avoidable causes, 
and where people  
with visual impairments 
and other disabilities 
participate equally  
in society.



Read more about our eye health work:  
www.sightsavers.org/protecting-sight

Thanks to the incredible support of the Lions Sight 
Savers Trust, 2021 proved to be a good year, despite 
challenges, including the ongoing pandemic. With your 
help, we resumed many of our programmes, increased 
sight-restoring surgeries and delivered a record  
173 million treatments for neglected tropical diseases. 

As we worked hard to get activities back to pre-pandemic levels, 
2021 presented us with new challenges. Disrupted supply chains 
and conflict in parts of Africa impacted our programmes, as did the 
devastating COVID-19 surge in Asia in the spring. We were dismayed 
when Ascend, one of our flagship programmes tackling neglected 
tropical diseases, prematurely ended due to cuts in UK Aid. 

We were relieved that we were able to reach more people last year, 
millions of whom have struggled to access health services during the 
pandemic. By the end of 2021, most of our programmes resumed 
as COVID-19 restrictions lifted and we continued to adapt. Even 
in India, so severely affected by a new wave of COVID-19 in the 
spring, we were able to resume many activities with our dedicated 
partners, reaching thousands of people by the end of the year.   

Thanks to you, we can look ahead with confidence. There is more to 
do to help some of the most marginalised people in the world. Lions 
Clubs across the UK continue to show incredible commitment to our 
mission. With you at our side, we can continue to work together for 
a more equal world, where no one is at risk of avoidable blindness 
and no one is left behind. Thank you!
 

Dr Caroline Harper 
CEO, Sightsavers 



Help us to change more lives
Disruption caused by COVID-19 
has only exacerbated the need 
for our work. We are more 
determined than ever to reach 
communities in desperate need 
of eye health services, tackle 
debilitating neglected tropical 
diseases and fight for the rights  
of people with disabilities.
This year, we aim to deliver over 
460,000 life-changing surgeries, 
distribute more than 100 million 
treatments for neglected tropical 
diseases and dispense over 
600,000 pairs of glasses. 

We hope Lions Clubs will feel 
moved to support another year  
of our life-changing work.

World blindness and visual 
impairment in numbers

2.2 billion people are blind 
or visually impaired 

1 billion people have 
a vision impairment 
that could have been 
prevented or addressed

89% of visually impaired 
people live in low- and 
middle-income countries

Eye health for everyone 
Good vision is of paramount importance in many aspects of  
life, and visual impairment imposes a significant economic and 
social burden on individuals, carers, communities and societies. 
Despite the ongoing challenges posed by COVID-19, Sightsavers 
continues to provide vital eye care to ensure those most in need  
can access much-needed diagnoses and life-changing treatments.

How your support made a difference in 2021

410,445  
eye operations 
performed 

585,458  
pairs of glasses 
prescribed

6.4 million children 
and adults screened 
for eye conditions



Aaron’s vision had 
deteriorated to the point 
where he relied on his 
grandmother to carry him 
around his community. 
He was at risk of a life of 
blindness, but fortunately 
he is now enjoying 
independence, his life 
completely transformed  
after having his eyes 
examined at a Sightsavers 
screening camp. 
When a child has cataracts, their 
vision can be so poor that they are 
forced to give up school. A lack of 
education can mean no income 
and no escape from poverty.

Child cataracts is treatable – but 
it must be treated as early as 
possible if a child’s sight is to be 
fully restored. 

In Zambia, there are only two 
hospitals that can accommodate 
child cataract surgeries. 
Fortunately, Aaron’s sight was 
saved, but there are lots more 
children in urgent need of 
treatment before it is too late. 

When we first met Aaron, his 
sight had become so bad, he 
needed constant support from 
Anes, his grandmother. 

Anes explained that Aaron’s life 
had been particularly difficult as 
his mother was not around to look 
after him, leaving her with the sole 
responsibility of raising him. 

Anes first noticed problems with 
Aaron’s eyes when he was three 
years old. 

Anes said: “I noticed there was 
something white in his eyes, and 
when he tried to walk, he was 
falling over.” 

Anes grew very concerned about 
how her grandson’s plight would 
affect their lives in years to 

Name: Aaron 
Location: Zambia 

Aaron’s new lease of life 



come. Her love and devotion had 
allowed him to get by, but it was 
not the future she had dreamed 
of for him.

Thankfully, Anes heard about a 
Sightsavers screening camp and 
was able to take him along to 
have his eyes examined. Aaron 
was diagnosed with cataracts in 
both eyes and was immediately 
referred to hospital to receive 
sight-saving surgery.

Childhood restored
A few weeks later, we visited 
Aaron and his grandmother at 
their home, where we also met 
the village chief. 

Aaron’s transformation was 
extraordinary. The once shy 
boy, hiding away from the world, 
was now a ball of energy, fully 
embracing his newfound freedom. 

“Aaron is helping tend  
to things and helping  
to collect stuff. It makes me 
very happy! I am thankful 
to the people who give this 
service, and I am asking 
God to bless you.”
Anes, Aaron’s grandmother

The village chief explained that 
prior to his operation, Anes 
used to carry Aaron wherever 
he needed to go. Now, he can 
run, help the family to fetch 
water and play with his friends. 

Wonderful moments like this 
would not be possible without 
people like you. Aaron has 
been given his childhood back 
and has the confidence to live 
his own life. Thank you!



How your support can 
have a huge impact 

£90 could pay for a 
child cataract surgery

£300 could help pay 
for personal protective 
equipment (PPE), 
including face masks 
and protective gowns, 
which are urgently 
needed for safe  
eye screenings  
and operations

£3,000 could cover 
the cost of screening 
3,750 people for a 
range of eye conditions

£1,000 could cover 
the cost of distributing 
over 450 pairs of glasses 

£5,000 could restore 
the sight of over 178 
adults, saving them from 
a lifetime of blindness

Thanks to you, 
Aaron’s life has been 
transformed. He is now 
able to see clearly, enjoy 
his childhood and dream 
of a brighter future.
Without your support, 
children such as Aaron 
could lose their chance 
for a better future. A 
straightforward cataract 
operation was all he needed 
to see clearly. Clear vision 
allows a child to get the 
most out of their education 
and gain the skills they  
need for their future.
Continuing challenges 
posed by the ongoing 
pandemic and UK aid 
budget cuts mean we still 
desperately need your 
support this year. More 
than ever, we need to 
ensure that marginalised 
people in some of the 
poorest parts of the 
world are not being left 
behind and can access the 
treatment they urgently 
need. Please continue to 
help us this year.
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Haywards Heath 
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Want to know more?
Email us at lions@sightsavers.org
www.sightsavers.org

SightsaversUK

@Sightsavers

SightsaversTV

Lions Clubs are helping  
us to save people’s sight  
and transform their lives. 
Words can’t express how 
grateful we are. 


