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Booklets

Posters

Postcards

NEW: 
 posters (in various sizes), are available to purchase.
FREE: A box of 50 copies of Step Forward reports can be requested, with only the
 cost of postage to pay (one box per club allocation, while stocks last).
ORDER: Please get in touch with Lions National Headquarters on 0121 441 4544.

Following the successful launch of the Step Forward community report, new
marketing resources have been published.

Together these eye-catching materials help Lions to share their passion for
local community volunteering, talk about how their club makes a
and encourage people to #JoinUs.

Lions Step Forward resources

LIONS STEP FORWARD
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

INNOVATE - AND EVOLVE. IT’S IN OUR ROOTS.

Hello Lions

In 1917 a group of independent social clubs gathered at the LaSalle hotel in downtown Chicago. 
They asked themselves if they might join forces to help their communities. At the time, it was 
incredibly innovative. International service organisations had yet to become a driving force for good in 
the world. But with the birth of the International Association of Lions Clubs, a whole new era began. 

Looking back, it seems so obvious. Of course those who have should band together and help those 
who have-not! But isn’t that how it is with innovation? When we look back, it seems like it was there 
all along. 

Lions, I love hearing about the smart, exciting, and sometimes wacky new ideas you come up with. 
I know my club is not the same club it was when my father was a Lion. And I hope it will continue to 
evolve well after I’m gone. 

Because that’s how we grow. That’s how we stay relevant. We take old ideas and we make them 
better. We make our service reflect what our communities need now, not what they needed a hundred 
years ago. We make our service better. We innovate. And we evolve.

Keep up the great work, Lions. I look forward to seeing all your evolutions of service. 

Make a great day,

Brian Sheehan
International President 
Lions Clubs International 
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The theme of this issue of the LION Magazine recognises the care and creativity involved 
when Lions Clubs across the British Isles plan and organise events and other activities. 
Working together and in partnership with others makes the most of investment in time and 
money, as can be seen in our features and communities stories. Enjoy reading about the 
Ammanford Lions community mural, Fleet Lions’ role in Temporary Traffic Management, and 
how a big idea and six days in Kenya was a humbling experience. Finally, turn to pages  
30-31 to meet your new District Governors and Chair of Council.

24

08 12
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Think big. Very big. Many Lions projects start small and grow over time. The Youth 
Celebration began with an ambitious idea and with amazing support continues to be a 
magical event for hundreds of young people.

There’s a long list of Lions members and supporters 
who help to ensure that the Youth Celebration is 
planned, prepared and produced to keep around 
600 young people happy for a full afternoon of 
music, dancing and entertainment.  

“We had strong foundations at the start and learn 
each year to keep improving”, explains Vijay Arora 
of Stanmore Lions. “There’s a strong committee 
and we use the same venue each year, Allum Hall in 
Elstree, which is booked ahead for 2023 and 2024.”

With location, date and a team of volunteers in 
place, it’s time to think about guests and the 
format of the event. A database helps to manage 
invites and responses, including those sent to local 
mayors from Elstree & Borehamwood, Harrow and 
Barnet. 

For the party, held in November, a theme is 
decided. The first in 2008 was The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe and in 2022, it was Frozen 
Extravaganza. 

Thanks to sponsorship from over forty Lions clubs, 
plus other generous individuals and businesses, 
the event is free to attend for the young guests and 
accompanying adults.

Every detail is organised ready for the party to 
begin at 1pm. The event team starts early in the 
morning to transform the hall, stage and tables. 

Attendees know their table number in advance. 
Food and drink is set out. Entertainers are in place. 
Music is playing and in minutes the party is buzzing 
with happiness creating a truly magical atmosphere 
and memories to last forever.

Listen to Vijay Arora from Stanmore Lions talk 
about the Youth Celebration on February’s Step 
Forward & Volunteer podcast 
https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-podcast

The Youth Celebration is supported by Lions 
Clubs of: Aylesbury, Barking, Biggleswade 
Sandy, Bletchley MK, Chipping Barnet, Ealing, 
Edgware, Fairlop, Friern Barnet Centennial, 
Greenford Willow Tree, Harrow & Pinner, 
Hatch End Centennial, Hayes & Harlington, 
Hemel Hempstead, Heston, Isleworth, Kenton, 
Letchworth & Baldock, London Acton, London 
Belmont, London Finchley, London Golders 
Green, London Hendon, London Kingsbury, 
London Mill Hill, London Park Royal, London 
Seven Kings, London St. Johns Wood, Luton, 
MK Central, MK Stony Stratford, Moor Park, 
Northwood, Osterley, Redbridge Centennial, 
Ruislip, St Albans, Southall, Stanmore, Sudbury, 
Tring, Wanstead & Woodford, Watford & 
Wembley.

Magic Moments

https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-podcast
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WHAT’S ON

Images of Winter. Snow falling crisp and even. Children splashing in puddles. Families wrapped up 
warm. The reality in local communities served by Lions clubs is often much, much bleaker.

Welfare support is the core of Lions’ values. Responding to requests for help, donating to good causes, 
and ensuring people in need benefit from fund-raising efforts are essential actions for Lions clubs. 

A growing number of clubs have adopted an initiative called Project Wenceslas. This asks anyone who 
does not need their winter fuel allowance or the £400 energy rebate to make a contribution that will 
enable families and individuals who are less fortunate to keep warm.

Inspired by this idea, Horley Lions launched a campaign named WOW (Warm over Winter). When 
a sponsor agreed to create promotional banners, the club approached the Reigate and Banstead 
Community Development team to ask about displaying these in the town and got a pleasant surprise - 
additional funding and an introduction to the Citizens Advice Bureau. 

This led to the club speaking to the Churches of Horley foodbank, additional donations and the 
opportunity to meet families and (through the food club operating at the Horley Community Centre), 
elderly members of the community needing help. Contact with local schools who can provide referral 
notices for families further expanded the campaign’s reach. 

The snowball effect has continued to exceed the £8,000 that last year helped 83 households over a 16 
week period. With successful applications for grant funding, over £20,000 has been raised to support 
WOW this year. The club expects growing awareness to boost its vital welfare support even further.

Listen to Fiona Reilly of Horley Lions talking about the WOW campaign on November’s Step 
Forward & Volunteer podcast. See pages 24-25 for details.
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Fleet Lions Temporary Traffic 
Management: 2023 schedule
• Fleet Half Marathon support (March)
• Coronation Parade (May Bank Holiday)
• Fleet Carnival (July)
• Food Festivals (Summer)
• Christmas Festival (November)
• Fireworks (November)
• Remembrance parades/services (November)
• Live Nativity (December)

Plus help for other Lions clubs in the area 
who can hire signage for a small fee



“Temporary traffic management is good exposure 

for the Lions – our name is on our hi-vis tabards 

and jackets. We get to interact with the public, 

and the club is credited in publicity material. We 

have recruited a number of helpers from traffic 

management as members or volunteers for other 

events such as our beer festival.”

Mike Collen, Fleet Lions

WHAT’S ON
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The Fleet Lions Temporary Traffic Management (TTM) team is well known for bringing traffic to a 
halt in the town and wider area. As a community project, the volunteer team is equipped to close 
roads and ensure local events are run safely whatever their size and season.

The initiative has saved local event organisers around £100,000 over the past decade, built great 
relationships, increased the profile of Fleet Lions and attracted new members.

What is temporary traffic management?

Community street events need to comply with 
various rules and regulations. Typically, organisers 
employ professional contractors to plan road 
closures, work out sign requirements, put them in 
place, staff main junctions and collect signs at the 
end of an event.

The cost and time involved can be a deterrent to 
holding events as well as being another thing to be 
planned and managed. With years of experience 
- and a love of hi-vis tabards and jackets - who 
better than the Lions to get involved with this 
valuable local community service?

After a conversation between Fleet Lions’ 
member, Mike Collen, and local councillor, Sharyn 
Wheale, the project was on the road. Funding was 
provided for Chapter 8 Roadcraft training for up 
to 20 local community volunteers, with additional 
council money covering around £5,000 of legal 
road signage. The proviso was for Fleet Lions to 
manage the community project and keep all the 
equipment in a secure store.

A decade later, Fleet Lions have a management 
committee including county, district and parish 
councillors - and are involved in discussing plans 
for key events in the town.

How Lions Clubs can get involved?

Discuss the idea with club members and decide 
who will lead on the project. Steps to follow are:

•	Put together a proposal to discuss with a local 
council contact.

•	Prepare your case, highlighting potential cost 
savings and benefits for the local community.

•	Compile a calendar of local events and talk with 
their organisers about attendance, costs and 
work involved in temporary traffic management.

•	Get a commitment from potential volunteers 
and others who will support the initiative.

•	Demonstrate a professional approach, include 
endorsements for the club’s work.

•	Set out required investment in training, signage 
and storage - grants are likely to be available.

•	Include template documents to show how 
temporary traffic control will be managed.

The Fleet Lions team does not make a charge for 
its service, beyond a notional amount to cover 
costs and replacement for any damaged/lost 
signage.

More information, email: 
FLTTM@fleetlions.org.uk

On the road

mailto:FLTTM%40fleetlions.org.uk?subject=
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Planning drone-based event filming
Getting bird’s eye footage for an outdoor event provides an opportunity to capture a high 
level of public attention in a local community and far beyond - without droning on about 
it! There are legal and safety considerations for filming with remote controlled aircraft, 
but with the right support and some imagination the sky’s the limit. All puns aside, see 
following advice on filming with drones.

Rules: safety first
Remote pilots using a drone for filming in the UK need to have a Flyer Identification, Operator 
Identification and valid specialist drone insurance. Pilots are legally responsible for flight safety to 
avoid endangering people or property and location sites may require operational authorisation. 

NOTE: Always work with qualified and competent drone operators. The UK Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) publishes regulations, safety advice, detailed publications as well as links on registration and 
flyer ID test requirements. See: https://register-drones.caa.co.uk/

Privacy: risk check 
To comply with data protection guidance and legislation, a privacy impact assessment should be 
undertaken. Be mindful of potential worries people have about themselves or their property being 
filmed by a drone camera. Never fly directly over groups and think carefully about film angles. 

NOTE: The Information Commissioner’s Office covers privacy and governance considerations 
for surveillance technologies including drones and body worn video. See: https://ico.org.uk/for-
organisations/guide-to-data-protection/key-dp-themes/guidance-on-video-surveillance-including-
cctv/additional-considerations-for-technologies-other-than-cctv/

Creativity: plan ahead 

Drone-based filming can help promote an event, so think about ways to create a video in advance. 
During an event, work out what activities will make good footage to share as a news story. Consider 
telling a short story about the event by capturing and editing a film with ground-based footage, 
interviews, and a voice over (with captions for inclusivity).

NOTE: Look for examples of films, especially those that are simple and effective. Discuss ideas with 
the remote pilot (and other videographers), use good quality editing software, and seek out ways to 
share a video through media and online platforms. Here are some examples:

Thurles Lions Club (Ireland) Clover 
Bog Walk route
https://fb.watch/i-eJqxdpfs/ 

Sturgeon Lake Lions (Minnesota, US) 
Fishing contest
https://www.facebook.com/kjkeel9/
videos/745961567116633 

Lions Fog Bow, Kilmurrin Cove, 
Discover Ireland Youth Camp 
https://fb.watch/i-fEsyMU2n/ 

https://register-drones.caa.co.uk/
https://fb.watch/i-eJqxdpfs/
https://www.facebook.com/kjkeel9/videos/745961567116633
https://fb.watch/i-fEsyMU2n/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/key-dp-themes/guidance-on-video-surveillance-including-cctv/additional-considerations-for-technologies-other-than-cctv/
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Highworth Lions Charity Shop has been helping the local 
community for more than 30 years - and thanks to the 
support of local businesses has had a £10,000 makeover.

The much-needed refurbishment was completed to plan in three 
weeks ready for an official ribbon cutting by Highworth Town mayor, 
Julie Murphy. Neighbouring Tesco Express donated refreshments for 
the excited crowd.

Highworth Lions volunteered their time to complete the ‘glow up’, and 
also talked to those at the opening about the benefits of joining Lions 
or volunteering in the store. Known as a community hub, people are 
always welcome to drop in for a friendly chat. Generous donations to 
sell in the store help others shop within their budget, with profits in 
turn going to good causes. Thanks to the new look, record sales were 
reported in the first week after reopening.

Local businesses make refurbishment possible

Improvements to Highworth 
Lions Charity Shop included 
a new ceiling, LED lighting, 
complete redecoration, plus 
new carpet, shop displays and 
shelving. 

Labour and materials were given 
for free by local firms, Equinox, 
Carpets 4 Less and S&T Works, 
with new clothing donated by 
Magic Touch.

More information, see: 
https://www.facebook.com/
TheLionsShop

“We create special window displays to entice local shoppers, such as for 
Valentine’s and World Book Days.” Melanie Davenport, Highworth Lions

Glow up for Lions Shop

Listen to Melanie talk about the Lions shop renovation on February’s Step 
Forward & Volunteer podcast: https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-podcast

https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-podcast
https://www.facebook.com/TheLionsShop
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HANDS AND HEARTS

The design and creation of the Ammanford Lions community mural is a true labour of love by local 
people who were involved from start to finish, confirms club member, Rhian Thomas.  

“We found an accomplished mosaic artist, Dani Lee, to lead and coordinate the project with our help and 
support. Then the public were invited to put forward design ideas, with Dani able to incorporate many of 
the suggestions into the final design.”

“When the design was ready, we hired a local hall and held about ten workshops for residents to learn 
about mosaic making from Dani so they could get involved. Pupils of Ysgol Gynradd Bro Banw (Bro 
Banw Primary School) wrote the words of the poem in the mosaic and worked with Jacky John of Carmel 
pottery to craft handmade ceramic pieces.”

“When it was all complete and in place, we organised a wonderful unveiling ceremony with stalls, 
bunting and music. Linking to the mosaic design, one stall displayed some live Marsh Fritillary caterpillars 
and a Devil’s-Bit Scabious plant. The large crowd had a great time.”

The mosaic decorates the side of The Old Cross Inn in the centre of Ammanford. Its what3words location 
is:  https://what3words.com/token.wonderful.musical

For more information visit https://www.facebook.com/ammanfordlions

The Marsh Fritillary butterfly used to be 
found in abundance all over Europe, but its 
habitat and only caterpillar food source (the 
leaves of the Devil’s-Bit Scabious) have been 
disappearing. However, the Amman Valley 
remained a Welsh stronghold for the butterfly 
because of the unique way miners and their 
families managed the land. They kept lots 
of small fields to graze a pit pony or a few 
cows to support family incomes. These small 
fields with their pockets of flower rich wet 
grasslands have been grazed for generations. 
Today they continue to be the ideal habitat for 
the Marsh Fritillary butterfly.

https://what3words.com/token.wonderful.musical
https://www.facebook.com/ammanfordlions
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HANDS AND HEARTS

HANDS 
AND 
HEARTS

A stunning mural made by the hands and 
hearts of fifty local volunteers and Lions 
members is a celebration of Ammanford and 
the surrounding area.

Commissioned by Ammanford Lions to mark 
50 years supporting the town, the mural was 
funded by a £5,000 National Lottery grant.

It incorporates a miner’s lamp and coal to 
depict an industrial history, with wind turbines 
showing the new energy source.

The background features the mountains 
and rivers that define the Ammanford area. 
The Marsh Fritillary butterfly and Devil’s-Bit 
Scabious plant capture the area’s natural rural 
beauty.  

Its rich musical heritage is denoted by music 
notes. Words in Welsh and English convey 
the strong community spirit of Rhydaman 
(Ammanford) in Camarthenshire.

Presenter Alex 
Jones with 

pupils from 
Ysgol Gynradd 

Bro Banw



MAKE LIFE BETTER

Presenter Roger Noble of community radio station ‘B Radio’ shared the 
word about Farnborough Lions and the ROAR project in an interview of 
enthusiastic pupils at Cherrywood Community Primary School. In the 
show, headteacher, Kirsty Lewis, explains how other schools got involved 
after hearing her talk about the project.

Farnborough Lions member Richard Keeley says, “Radio is an excellent 
promotional tool. Roger joined the school’s ROAR judging panel, gave 
tips on creating a jingle, and recorded the prize giving. We’ve added the 
audio with permission on our website and have a version on Youtube 
overlaid with photographs.” 

Link to listen: https://youtu.be/bs8bbuduuLE

Word of mouth is the best endorsement for Lions in local communities. 
Having people say great things about you is the secret that encourages 
others to get involved.

SHARE THE WORD

www.lionsclubs.coLION14

https://youtu.be/bs8bbuduuLE
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MAKE LIFE BETTER

David Burstow of Bexhill Lions hears his 
granddaughter share her thoughts about living with 
Type 1 diabetes via her podcast, Diabetic Diaries, 
broadcast from her home in Australia. 

Diagnosed at the age of six, 12-year old Chloe 
started her short podcast episodes to help other 
children. She shares advice, experiences, and some 
funny stories. Her enthusiasm is a shining example 
how to make a difference in the lives of others. 

Capalaba Lions in Queensland recognised Chloe’s 
efforts and decided to upgrade her podcast 
equipment after hearing her speak at a meeting. 
This will undoubtedly help Chloe continue to 
produce high-quality episodes and reach even 
more children who can benefit from her inspirational 
recordings. 

Link to listen: https://open.spotify.com/ 
show/1qRY1wxq5Pp6N6JdEJT2io

Step Forward and Volunteer is a monthly podcast from Lions Clubs 
British Isles featuring stories, information, and discussion about local 
community volunteering. Through conversations with inspirational 
guests, each episode celebrates the positive difference volunteering 
makes to local communities. 

The podcast is hosted by Samantha Boffin, a professional voice 
director and former BBC broadcaster. In the February 2023 episode, 
Sam talks with Lions behind two stories featured in this issue of LION 
Magazine.

•	 Melanie Davenport from Highworth 
and District Lions about the 
renovation of their Lions charity shop 
(see page 11).

•	 Vijay Arora of Stanmore Lions Club 
shares more information about 
planning and organising of the annual 
youth party (see page 6-7).

Link to listen: https://lionsclubs.co/
Public/lion-podcast

PODCAST:
DIABETIC 
DIARIES

Talking versions of the LION 
magazine (British Isles) from 
Autumn 2022 are available 
to listen or download at: 
https://lionsclubs.co/Public/
lionmagazine/

Scan me with your 
phone camera

https://open.spotify.com/show/1qRY1wxq5Pp6N6JdEJT2io
https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-podcast
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COMMUNITY STORIES

Community Stories
Local communities around the British Isles have been supported by Lions clubs 
in many different ways in recent months. Here we share some short reports.

The 47th Ford Open Beach Fishing Festival organised by Meon Valley Lions on Weston 
Shore, Southampton Water saw 74 lines cast. 

The event enabled the club to donate £1,200 to the Rose Road Association making a 
positive difference to the lives of children and young people from across Hampshire 
with physical disabilities, learning disabilities, and/or autism.

Llandudno Lions presented money raised from its winter sea dip 
to Tenovous Cancer Care (£1,500) and Ty Gobaith (Hope House) 
children’s hospice (£1,500) at the club’s 46th birthday event, with 
an additional £2,000 given to Blind Veterans, Llandudno.

St Austell Lions annual Giant Easter Egg draw in local pubs and 
eateries raised £1,000 last year for Cornwall Air Ambulance. This 
year’s beneficiary is Merlin, the Cornwall neuro therapy centre. 

Boroughbridge 98 Lions raised several hundred pounds with their 
first eggstra-ordinary raffle of ten bespoke chocolate Easter eggs.
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COMMUNITY STORIES

Staff and pupils from five local primary schools thanked Hornsea and District Lions 
Clubs for donating and installing defibrillators on their premises. The total cost was 
just over £4,000 and staff at each school have been trained in their use.

Lions Club of Roche raised £3,000 for the Renal Unit at the Royal Cornwall Hospital from a 
variety of events, notably the Roche over 55s club. The donation is particularly meaningful for 
member Aaron Cirullo, himself a kidney transplant patient. It will be used to improve the patient 
environment.

Wetherby Lions welcomed the support of local councillors in the kitchen at their annual senior 
citizens party held at the High School. The Mayor called out bingo numbers, raffle prizes were 
donated by Morrison’s supermarket, and after a singalong to 1960s music, 200 guests took home 
a gift from local luxury confectioner, Bon-Bons.

Southam Lions invited the Mayor to present Young Leader in Service awards. In recognition of 
their voluntary work, Nuala Chiba and Oliver Weatherall received £100 Gold awards, Ioney Hill 
a £50 Silver award with Toby Kennedy and Theo Burguine collecting £25 Bronze awards. Nuala 
also received the District Young Ambassador award and an additional £700 for the cause she 
supports, Inclusive Leisure Education Activities Project, which helps children and young people 
with learning disabilities.
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Purrfect helper
Oscar the cat lent a paw to 
Stowmarket & District Lions 
fundraising at the local Tesco 
supermarket for the Marie Curie 
Daffodil appeal. 

A frequent visitor to the store’s Click 
and Collect area, Oscar and the Lions 
helped raise £1,227. 

We think he deserves his own yellow 
Lions tabard.

Ruislip Lions have promoted 
the Lions Message in a Bottle 
project on ‘Happy to Help’ stalls 
in the Pavilions shopping centre in 
Uxbridge, as well as on community 
radio and in the local library.

Welcome donations
Plymouth Lions donated £3,000 from a trust fund set up by the family of 
Reuben and Marie Heathershaw to Derriford Hospital Charity. This covered the 
refurbishment of a room, to be called the Ocean Suite, for expectant mothers in 
the maternity department.

Honiton Lions have given vouchers worth £2,500 to eight Ukrainian families 
living in the area, along with hampers of fruit and vegetables donated by the 
local Sainsburys supermarket. In addition, clothing and toys will be provided 
for the children. Another £500 donation has helped a local man born in Turkey 
support his family affected by the earthquake in Syria and Turkey.

Torpoint and Rame Lions contributed funds towards enabling 12 young people 
to take part in a one-day seamanship course on the coastal barge, Lynher. This 
gave them first-hand experience and appreciation of working at sea.
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Musical moments
Georgie Pugh’s exquisite harp playing 
earned her the winning place in the 
annual schools music competition 
organised by member Susan Dodgson 
for Lions clubs across District CN.

Held in the Chaplaincy Centre of 
Lancaster University, the 26 young solo 
performers in the competition played a 
variety of musical pieces on instruments 
including the piano, harp, clarinet, 
recorder, cello, and violin.

Whalley and District Lions, 
supported by performances from 
Billington and Whalley brass band 
and singers Jaycee & Geno Eccles at 
local fundraisers, donated £5,525 to 
North West Air Ambulance.

Keeping warm
Windsor Lions donated free fleecy hot water bottles to give comfort and 
warmth to local people in need. The bottles were available from outlets including 
warm hubs run by Abri, West Windsor hub, Kerith Community Church, Woody’s 
Cafe, and All Saints Church, as well as Age UK and Windsor Foodshare.

Tonbridge Lions partnered with two local charities, Sustain Foodbank and 
FEAST, that provide food and fuel vouchers all year round. The club funded 
energy and heat saving devices, including slow cookers and electric blankets, 
for local low income households.

Rothwell Lions donated 75 new mugs (printed with 
the club’s name and Lions logo) to the Hug in a Mug 
breakfast scheme where several members volunteer. 
Held at Blackburn Hall on the first Saturday each 
month, a full English breakfast, toast, jam and a mug 
of tea or coffee is available for £4. Profits of around 
£400 go to a different nominated charity each month.
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TALKING LION

TALKING NEWSPAPERS
Many people living with sight loss, visual impairments or other difficulties with print 
media rely on talking newspapers (TN). Lions have a long history of offering support, 
but sadly quite a few TNs are struggling or facing closure because of financial 
concerns, shrinking audiences, or a lack of volunteers. Why not speak with your local 
Talking Newspaper and offer help? For details search via Google or go to 
https://tnf.org.uk/find-a-talking-newspaper/

COMMUNITY & HOSPITAL RADIO
With a focus on local interests, community radio is increasingly popular and accessible 
via a radio or online (giving global reach). Lions can get involved by sharing news, 
volunteering, or looking for ways to partner, for example around live events. Ofcom lists 
over 300 community radio stations: http://static.ofcom.org.uk/static/radiolicensing/
html/radio-stations/community/community-main.htm 

Hospital radio provides a service to patients with 170 stations being members of the 
Hospital Broadcasting Association - see: https://www.hbauk.com/member-stations. 
Entirely volunteer run, start a conversation about how your club could get involved.

PODCASTS & AUDIO CLIPS
Check out local podcasts who may be open to talking about your club’s projects. 
Search podcast directories (eg Apple, Spotify, Google, Podbean). An example is 
Community First Yorkshire’s podcast: https://www.communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/
resources/podcasts/.

Consider making short audio story ‘clips’ (audiograms) to share through social media 
or on a club website.

Other audio opportunities:

Step forward & listen
The popular Lions Clubs British Isles report on the value of local 
community volunteering, Step Forward, is being produced in a 
‘talking’ format, supported by social media audiograms.

For more information, contact mandy@lionsclubs.co.uk

https://tnf.org.uk/find-a-talking-newspaper/
https://www.hbauk.com/member-stations
mailto:mandy%40lionsclubs.co.uk?subject=
http://static.ofcom.org.uk/static/radiolicensing/html/radio-stations/community/community-main.htm
https://www.communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/resources/podcasts/
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TALKING LION

Download & listen
The ‘talking’ version of the LION magazine (British Isles edition) can 
be downloaded via: https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-magazine/ as 
an audio WAV file to save onto CD or USB. You will also find links to 
episodes of the LION’s Step Forward & Volunteer podcast there.

Get Involved with the 
Talking
LION
The ‘talking’ version of the LION magazine (British Isles edition) has four brilliant 
new narrators joining producer John May of Lichfield Lions. We’re looking to feature 
additional voices in future editions to represent our wider membership and the 
communities we serve. Yes, all accents welcome!!

If you’re interested in auditioning and have the skills to bring stories from the LION 
magazine to life for listeners, get in touch and get involved by sending an email to: 
lion.editorial@lionsclubs.co 

The new narrators for this issue are:
Brian Langton, Barwell and Earl Shilton Lions
Volunteer broadcaster for an online local community radio station.

Paul Macpherson, Stour Valley Lions
Experienced voice artist and narrator.

Richard Stannard, Dursley Lions
Reader with Cotswold Vale Talking Newspapers.

Nick Williams, Leicester Charnwood Lions
Recorded Talking Newspapers and audio books.

https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-magazine/ 
mailto:lion.editorial%40lionsclubs.co?subject=
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

#ICYMI
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

ROAR National Awards Day winners 

The final of the 2022 ROAR school programme, 
hosted by Lions and 8billionideas, saw teams of 
3-4 children (aged 7-11) create videos, posters, 
models, jingles and a short ‘pitch’ of the benefits 
of their project’s world-changing idea.

After presenting to a judging panel, eight winning 
teams (and their projects) were named as:

Camrose Primary School with ‘Friendbot’ 
sponsored by Harrow & Pinner Lions.

Lowe’s Wong Junior School with ‘Moodivator’ 
sponsored by Southwell & District Lions.

Excalibur Primary School with ‘Trash it 2000’ 
sponsored by Alsager Lions.

Shirenewton Primary School with ‘Plantar 
Fasciitis’ sponsored by Chepstow & Caldicot 
Lions.

Robert Wilkinson Primary School with ‘B - a 
friend that’s always there’ sponsored by Minster 
Lions York.

Church Crookham Primary School with ‘Tat 
App’ sponsored by Fleet Lions.

Hamsey Primary School with ‘The Green 
Machine’ sponsored by Newhaven, Peacehaven 
& Seaford Lions.

Landscore Primary School with ‘Kitty Cam’ 
sponsored by Credition & District Lions.

A montage of these entries can be watched via:  
https://vimeo.com/794401542/3b59fe5eba 

Details about the ROAR 2023 programme 
can be found at: https://lionsclubs.co/
MemberArea/knowledge/lions-roar/ 

Congratulations to all Peace Competition 
winners 2022-2023

Theme: Lead with Compassion

The grand prize winning entry in the Lions Clubs 
International peace poster competition (above 
right) was created by Emma Andreea Paveliuc, 
aged 13, from Romania. 
 
Harini Uthayakumer, sponsored by Hatch End 
Centennial Lions won the British Isles national 
contest. The 13 year old’s poster (above left), was 
one of ten submitted by Graveney School.

Keaton Hamilton, aged 11, from Canada wrote 
the winning international peace essay. Read at: 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/peace-essay 

The British Isles national winning essay was 
written by Dayzie Simpson, sponsored by Milton 
Keynes Stony Stratford Lions, who has just turned 
14 years of age. Read at: https://lionsclubs.co/
MemberArea/knowledge/lions-international-
peace-poster-and-peace-essay/ 

Contact Lions Clubs National Headquarters 
on 0121 441 4544 for Peace Poster & Essay 
Competition entry packs. 

The theme for 2023-2024 is ‘Dare to Dream’.

Kindness Service Award
The Fairlop (Robert Clack) Alpha LEO club has 
received a Kindness Service Award from Lions 
Clubs International for its volunteer support of 

immunocompromised older members of the local 
community. The LEOs helped with dog walking, 
grocery shopping, and collecting prescriptions.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/peace-essay
https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/knowledge/lions-international-peace-poster-and-peace-essay/
https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/knowledge/lions-roar/
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

#ICYMI
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

The Kingfisher Wins
A stunning painting of a Kingfisher by 13 year old Phebe Holloway has been chosen as the winner 
of a charity greetings cards competition. It will help raise funds and awareness of the work the Lions 
International Blood Research Appeal (LIBRA). Phebe, a student at Midhurst Rother College, receives a 
£50 gift voucher.

Email: info@libralionscharity.org to order the A5 cards, for a suggested donation of £2.00 per card 
(RRP £3). LIBRA’s work helps the haematology department at King’s College Hospital, London, tackle 
blood cancers and blood disorders, and provide enhanced patient care.

2022/23 Young Ambassador winner
Isobel Hallworth sponsored by Newhaven, Peacehaven and 
Seaford Lions. Isobel volunteers at Brighton Period Project to 
tackle period poverty.

Shipshape Award winner
Iman Shakeel Darr, sponsored by Letchworth & Baldock Lions. Iman 
volunteers with Serving Humanity Foundation Foodbank and the 
Community Kitchen.

Ashton Fulcher, sponsored by New Century East Anglia Lions, 
will represent Lions Clubs British Isles at the Young Ambassador 
European finals in Austria. Ashton recycles old pallets for example, 
into bird boxes and planters, and has established Pallet Teen. All 
money raised is donated to three children’s charities.

For information on other winners and details of this year’s 
competition see: https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/knowledge/
lions-young-ambassadors-and-shipshape-award/

https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/knowledge/lions-young-ambassadors-and-shipshape-award
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MAKE LIFE BETTER

Earlier this year, Kenya hosted the first ever Lions’ Global Week 
of Service. The concept grew from conversations among a 
number of Lions at the 2021 Europa Forum in Greece.

Talks continued and eventually Lions Phil Nathan (British Isles) 
and Daniel Marney Elkins (Delaware, US), working with Manoj 
Shah and Shezhan Luhar (Kenya, Ethiopa and Seychelles 
district) had a plan.

It is a strength of Lions as an international organisation to be 
able to work as partners and realise the potential of global 
collaboration. 

A 6-day working programme was developed, and funding was 
secured from the Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) to 
help with 27 initiatives and projects.

In total, 34 people travelled to Kenya from France, Greece, the 
US, and British Isles to participate in the Global Service Week. 
Those from the British Isles were Lions Phil Nathan, Philip and 
Jacqueline Goodier, and Manjit Singh Gahir. 

The international team is grateful to everyone who helped make 
the visit a great success, and thanks the people of Kenya for 
their warm and gracious welcome.

Photographs reproduced with kind permission of Billy Michels and Philip Goodier.

“Your Dreams are Valid”

Residents of the Deep Sea settlement in Nairobi’s Westlands 

area live in precarious circumstances. Thanks to the Lions of 

Nairobi Huru, 850 children attending two local schools are 

fed two meals a day. Before the project began eight years 

ago, the children didn’t go to school as hunger forced them 

to beg on the street to buy food. Attendance and academic 

performance has improved as a result of the feeding 

initiative. The Lions from the British Isles said that helping 

to distribute nutritious and balanced meals of hot and cold 

food during their visit was a humbling experience.

Lightweight mini footballs that contain bells 

were given by Lions to each pupil at Thika 

School, north-east of Nairobi. The school’s 

350 students – girls and boys who are blind 

or have visual impairment – are educated 

from nursery to high school. They displayed 

their skills straight away, bouncing, kicking, 

chasing, and locating the balls in their games. 

The school also received Orbit Reader 

computers and other equipment, with a 

further 400 ‘A Ball for All’ footballs donated 

for pupils at other schools in Kenya.
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Accepting an Oscar in 2014, actor Lupita Nyong’o who grew up in Kenya, 
said “When I look down at this golden statue, may it remind me and every 
little child that no matter where you’re from, your dreams are valid.”

Alongside children’s personal dreams, the plans and actions of Lions 
working in local communities around the world help to meet their needs for 
health, education and happiness. This was evident when Lions in Kenya, in 
partnership with an international team from the British Isles, France, Greece 
and the US, took part in initiatives for Global Service Week to support young 
people – and their dreams – in and around Nairobi.

“Your Dreams are Valid”
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Eye screening was a key part of plans for the Global 
Service Week in Kenya. At Joytown Primary School, 
many of the 300 pupils with varying physical abilities 
took part in vision assessment during a visit by the 
Lions. 

A larger health screening service in the itinerary was 
run by Special Olympics at the 60,000 seater Kasarani 
Stadium, home of the Kenyan national football team. 

Another ‘mega screening’ event was scheduled at 
Gatina Primary School with the support of six eye 
specialists. Tests for around 1,200 children took place 
over three hours, alongside spectacle fitting and 
diabetes checks.

The team also visited the LCIF funded Lions Sight First 
Eye Hospital, in Nairobi’s Loresho. As well as touring the 
hospital facilities and talking with patients, one of 100 
cataract operations on the day was watched via CCTV.
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MAKE LIFE BETTER

Period poverty is an issue being addressed by many Lions clubs in the 
British Isles. The same problem has a major impact in Kenya. Attending 
a ‘Freedom for Girls’ event, bags of hygiene products were handed out 
at a Girls High School. Local Lions have a plan to update the school’s 
toilet block next, followed by installation of showers and cubicles. 

Another initiative was developed by the members of the Keeping Girls 
at School Leo Club that specialises in menstrual health education. 
They arranged for the visiting Lions to go to Mathere Primary School, 
which has 400 pupils aged up to 14 years old. Each month, female 
pupils are unable to attend school for several days as they cannot 
afford feminine hygiene products. While the Lions’ were at the school, 
each girl was given a year’s supply of products. 

The importance of both projects to the girls was clear when they spoke 
with the Lions about their hopes and ambitions.
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MAKE LIFE BETTER

A two-week supply 
of essential food was 
donated by Lions to 
Maasai villagers affected 
by a severe lack of 
rainfall in recent years.

The programme 
included attending 
the 45th Lions Day 
with the UN (LDUN) 
at its headquarters in 
Nairobi. 

The event was 
attended by Lions 
from across Africa 
and its theme was 
Hunger, Nutrition, 
and Wellness.

Lions helped plant the first 
100 native trees in what will 
be a 200,000 strong Lions 
Forest in Nairobi’s City Park.

The Global Service Week 
programme enabled Lions to 
work together and get involved in 
practical ways.

There was a chance for Lions to learn 
about Special Olympics Healthy Athletes 
Screening in Kenya for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities. 

The project covers six areas: general body 
check-up, eyes, oral health, nutrition and 
lifestyles, feet, and healthy hearing.
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COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS 2023-2024

Meet the new Lions Clubs British Isles 
District Governors and Chair of Council 
- and read why they became a member.

Lesley Spence 
District 105A

Harrow and Pinner Lions
Joined Lions in 2006

“I had enjoyed the friendship 
of Lions from supporting 
events through my husband 
who became a member in 
1987. Then having been 
involved in some activities 
that moved me emotionally, 
I joined at a point in life 
when I had more time on my 
hands and felt I could make a 
commitment as a Lion.”

James Barry Prior 
District 105CN

Douglas Valley Lions 
Club & Birchwood Lions 
Club associate member
Joined Lions in 1986

“I was born with Cerebral 
Palsy, when life was very 
different from today, but I 
was fortunate that many 
people helped me as a child. 
I owed it to them to help 
others in a less favourable 
situation than myself. Being 
a member of Lions has been 
the best avenue to do this.”

David Pope
Chair of Council 2023/24

Peterborough Lions
Joined Lions as a LEO in 1981

“The LEOs in my local community were a great bunch 
who knew how to have fun and make a positive 
difference. In July 1991, I became a Lion having 
spent a year as the Multiple District LEO president.”

www.lionsclubs.coLION30



COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS 2023-2024

Paul Southerton  
District 105CE

Hunstanton Lions
Joined Lions in 1993

“I joined Lions having seen 
others have fun doing 
charity work within their 
community.”

David McKirdy  
District 105CW

Black Mountains Lions
Joined Lions in 2000

“When the Hereford Lions 
Christmas newspaper landed 
on my doormat, I recognised 
two new members. Inspired 
by reading the paper, I got in 
touch with the membership 
officer and joined.”

Paul Dedman MBE   
District 105SE

Henfield Lions
Joined Lions in 1981

“Having been part of a group 
of local mums and dads 
who raised funds to build a 
youth club in five years, I was 
asked to become a member 
of Shoreham, Southwick and 
Steyning Lions.”

David Taylor  
District 105SC

Gillingham, Mere & 
Shaftesbury Lions
Joined Lions in 1996

“A friend in Preston Business 
Club invited me to join South 
Ribble Lions in Lancashire, 
which I did as I enjoyed 
participating in a community 
activity. Later when I moved 
to Wiltshire, I was pointed 
towards the local club and it 
was easy to transfer.”

James Mathers   
District 105SW

St Austell Lions
Joined Lions 2004-2011 
Rejoined in 2019

“I’ve always had a strong 
community spirit and take 
great satisfaction to helping 
those less fortunate than 
myself. As a Lion I can have 
fun doing so.”

District 105N
At the time of printing, a 
District Governor for the North 
had not been appointed.
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Riviera Maya, Mexico Eastern Caribbean

WHY NOT ADD A POST-CONVENTION ADD-ON?

Terms and conditions apply. All offers are subject to availability and changes.

Steps from the bright lights of 
Broadway and the bustle of Times 
Square, the Hotel Edison o�ers a 
treasurable stay in the heart of NYC's 
Theater District.

3-night stay in the 4* Hotel Edison
Includes flights from Boston

Located in the thick of the action next 
to Capitol Hill. Walk through history 
and discover views of The US Capitol 
Buildings.

3-night stay in the 4* YOTEL 
Washington Central
Includes flights from Boston

Nestled among tropical gardens, the 
hotel is conveniently situated in the 
stunning Riviera Maya, where the 
turquoise waters quietly lap the fine 
white sand.

7-night stay in the 5* Grand Palladium 
Colonial
All Inclusive
Includes flights from Boston

Explore breathtaking views as you 
discover some of the most breath-tak-
ing harbours. Continue your holiday in 
Great Stirrup Cay, home to the new 
Silver Cove lagoon and upgraded 
oceanfront cabanas.

3-night stay in Miami pre-cruise
9-day on board Norwegian Cruise 
Line’s ‘Norwegian Sky’
Includes all meals and port taxes

New YorkWashington DC
Cruise

Lions Travel Club
Part of the JTA Travel Group

Call Our Dedicated Team
0121 508 5539

5% off Holidays, Cruises, Flights, Worldwide Hotels, Car Hire, Car Parking

www.lionstravelclub.co.uk

The o�cial MD105 LCI appointed hotel is the 4* YOTEL Boston hotel, which is exclusive to 
Travel Organisers and will be the home of the MD105 for convention and a daily information 
desk will be present with Lions Travel Club and MD105 Committee Sta� for any assistance you 
may require.

ALTERNATIVE HOTELS ARE AVAILABLE VIA THE RESERVATIONS TEAM UPON REQUEST.

Looking for something di�erent? Travel Organisers have access to a wide range of hotels in 
Boston and all over the US, as well as cruises, Amtrak, car hire, excursions and private 
transfers.

O�cial Convention Package with Flexibility
Travel Organisers have put together a programme to maximise your convention experience 
incorporating additional TO/JTA/MD105 exclusive events and benefits. This suggested 
package is “totally flexible”, allowing you to travel on any date from various local airports and 
even extend your stay or reduce your stay in Boston or amend your accommodation.

Includes:
Flexible daily departures (Price is based on recommended date of 6th July 2023)
Return flights ex London Heathrow including airport taxes (Other airports available on 
request)
5-night stay at the o�cial hotel, the YOTEL Boston, Room Only, based on 2 adults sharing
Services of Travel Organisers Representatives/information desk in resort
All hotel payments/currency exchange rates managed by Travel Organisers in advance

Optional Extras available upon request:
Upgrade to Premium Economy, Business Class or First Class.
Extra nights/reduced nights are also available from £100pp per night
Travelling alone? Single room supplement available from £100pp per night
LCI Registration by Travel Organisers from £160 (As per LCI, a minimum 
registration of at least 1 person per room (Please advise our team at time of booking)
Interested in transfers? Private transfers are available from £95 return per car.

Other important info
Airfares and Taxes cannot be guaranteed until paid in full.
Prices are subject to availability and can change frequently
Call us for latest prices

OFFICIAL MD 105 APPOINTED HOTEL PACKAGE
From £1,299pp

FROM

£ 265pp £ 319pp £945pp £1,579pp

FROM FROM FROM
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A Smile 
for Sight

Sight is one of our most valuable senses. 
It allows us to connect with the moments 
in life and with each other. 

After a premature birth, twins Kaya and 
Alime were both diagnosed with an eye 
disease called retinopathy of prematurity, 
and they needed treatment to protect 
their sight and prevent blindness.  

Their parents, Ibrahim and Nilufer, 
travelled more than an hour and half from 
their home to the city of Izmir, Turkey, 
to find help for their children. Thanks to 
care provided by ophthalmologists at the 
first and only children’s hospital in the 
country, Kaya’s treatment is completed, 
and he is healthy. Alime continues 
treatment at the hospital.   

The twins are only two examples of more 
than 15,000 children that will benefit from 
the Izmir Pergamon Lions Club’s project 
annually from support from Lions in 
District 118R and a US$10,050 matching 
grant from Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF) to purchase advanced 
eye equipment. 

Lions in Izmir call the project SMILE 
because they are determined to make 
someone smile by helping give the power 
of sight, and even created a special 
mascot, called Lionopticool, a small-
stuffed Lion, to help make children more 
comfortable during a vision screening, 
and represents their dedication to vision.  

LCI author: Elizabeth Edwards

Alime during her treatment at the Izmir hospital
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Lions provided the eye equipment to the 
Izmir Dr. Behcet Uz Child Disease and 
Pediatric Surgery Training and Research 
Hospital, the first and only children’s 
hospital in Turkey. The hospital opened in 
the 1940s and serves the entire Aegean 
Region, which is about a quarter of the 
population of the country.  

Throughout the project, Lions in Izmir 
also raised awareness about the 
importance of regular eye checkups for 
infants and children.  

Learn more how you can 

support vision grants and can 

help make a child smile: 

lionsclubs.org/LCIFvision  

Starting in the Autumn 2022 school year 
in Turkey, Lions and ophthalmologists 
started screening eyes with LCIF grant-
supported portable eye equipment in 
schools and orphanages. If the screening 
indicates a child needs advanced 
care, they are referred to a health care 
provider.

“In order to make our communities 
healthier, more conscious, more 
sustainable, and happier, as District 
118R Lions, we undertake life-changing 
projects for infants’, children’s, and 
women’s health; and we do all of this 
together,” said Teoman Akcali, immediate 
past district governor.   

Ever since Helen Keller inspired Lions to 
champion the cause against avoidable 
blindness in 1925, Lions and Leos have 
served and advocated for blind and 
visually impaired. Worldwide, about  
2.2 billion people have a vision impairment. 
At least 1 billion of those cases could have 
been prevented, according to the World 
Health Organization. 

Nearly a century later, this long-standing 
mission continues.  

“Eye health is underestimated around the 
world, and the necessary precautions 
for preventable visual impairments are 
unfortunately not sufficient,” said Faika 
Evrim Uysal, executive project manager. 
“As Lions clubs, we take this matter very 
seriously. Sometimes a project can do 
many things to help raise awareness and 
protect and improve more people’s eye 
health.”

Helping support children’s eye care is 
essential because the deterioration of 
children’s eye health can impact their 
success in school and future.  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/give-our-focus-areas/vision
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Enel North America embarked on a new 
environmental partnership with Lions Clubs 
International Foundation (LCIF) to help make 
communities healthy and sustainable and 
protect our planet.

As a leading developer and long-term owner 
and operator of renewable energy projects in 
North America, Enel and its more than 1,500 
employees are dedicated to helping protect 
and restore communities.  

The Power of Sustainability
Partnership helps restore local communities 

In the Spring of 2022, LCIF and Enel, the 
world’s largest private renewable energy 
operator, started an ambitious tree-planting 
initiative in coordination with two Lions 
Clubs in York County Pennsylvania, USA.  

As part of the project, Lions and Enel 
employees came together and planted 
nearly 600 trees. The trees were planted 
at William H. Kain Park in York, Marge 
Goodfellow Park in New Freedom, and 
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at the Dallastown Lions Community Park 
in Pennsylvania, USA. Additionally, the 
container seedlings were passed out at 
the “Go Green in the City,” York County’s 
family-friendly festival that celebrated local 
sustainability.

“Trees help make communities healthy 
and sustainable. In the same way, our 
solar projects planned for York County and 
across the Commonwealth will support 
communities with clean energy and new 
economic growth,” says Joel Harrington, 
director of public policy and institutional 
affairs at Enel North America.

Enel plans to continue the partnership to 
support Lions environmental initiatives 
throughout select locations in North 
America, which are an essential part of 
a healthy community and people. “We’re 
excited to partner with Lions in championing 
local sustainability efforts,” says Jesse 

Puckett, director of sustainability projects & 
community affairs for Enel North America.

As a renewable energy company, Enel is 
invested in restoring the environment by 
helping with the negative impacts of climate 
change and air quality concerns, Puckett 
said. It’s this holistic approach that sets Enel 
apart in our industry; by enhancing bio-
diversity and environmental principles, by 
protecting the environment, and promoting 
sustainable products, he says.

Together with Lions and LCIF, Enel can 
improve the social and environmental 
conditions of the regions where they 
operate, and, through creating shared value, 
help employees give back. 

“The partnership with Lions and LCIF helps 
Enel further serve our local communities and 
be a champion for a better tomorrow,” says 
Jessie Puckett. 
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LOCAL COMMUNITIES MATTER
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Why is your local community special? 
The presence of a Lions club is a special addition to any local community. Being part of the 
community and making a difference is important to all Lions. But what makes your local 
community special to you and your club? These are the stories that we’d like to share in a new 
LION magazine initiative: LOCAL COMMUNITIES MATTER. LIONS COMMUNITIES MATTER.

#LionsGetInvolved 
What happens in your local community because 
of Lions? How is your Lions club part of the 
community - what difference does this make? What 
does being a Lion mean to you?

Send us your stories and photographs to show 
why local communities matter to Lions.

#OpenToChange 
What positive changes are Lions making in your 
local community? What changes have been made in 
your club? How are you open to change as a Lion?

Share details of new projects and activities 
where Lions have been innovative and 
imaginative.

#JoinUs 
What attracts people to volunteer or join your Lions 
club? What creative communications and events 
have been successful? Why is being a Lion special? 

Show us what works in your local community, 
how you let people know about Lions.

LION Magazine wants to hear from you. Get in 
touch with the editorial team with your stories, 
photographs, projects, activities. Let us know 
how Lions are making a difference in your local 
community. 

Submit your text as an attachment in an email, 
with accompanying photographs to: 
lion.editorial@lionsclubs.co

LOCAL COMMUNITIES MATTER 
COASTAL...COUNTRYSIDE...CITY/TOWN

LIONS COMMUNITIES MATTER

For further details about contributing to the LION, see: https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-magazine

Top photo - Bekah Allmark, Unsplash
Middle photo - Ian Cylkowsji, Unsplash
Bottom photo - Eduardo Viera, Pixabay

mailto:lion.editorial%40lionsclubs.co?subject=
https://lionsclubs.co/Public/lion-magazine


INVEST IN OUR PLANET
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Lions clubs take care of the environment every day of 
the year. World Earth Day is a chance to show local 
communities how together we invest in our planet 
(which is this year’s theme).

On 22 April, share your projects on social media with 
Lions environmental logo and hashtags 

#EarthDay #LionsCare.

As part of the Queen’s Green 
Canopy project set up during 
the Platinum Jubilee, Westbury 
Lions worked with a local 
nursery to fund 700 indigenous 
British trees of nine varieties. 
Some will blossom in the 
Spring, others will have berries 
in the winter.

Dursley Lions commemorated 
the Platinum Jubilee providing 
70 trees to be planted by 
four primary schools, Cam 
Hopton, Cam Everlands, 
Cam Woodfield and Dursley 
Highfields as well as 649 
Dursley ATC.

To celebrate Morpeth Lions 
50th anniversary, a native oak tree 

sourced by Northumberland County 
Council was planted in Carlisle Park. 

#EarthDay #LionsCare

Westbury Lions planted trees for walkers and 
cyclists to enjoy on the outskirts of the town. 

#EarthDay #LionsCare

Stewart Reid and Mark Flood 
of Knaresborough Lions 

planting an oak tree whip in 
Horseshoe Fields. It is one of 
150 donated by RHS Harlow 
Carr as part of development 

of the Great Northern Forest. 

#EarthDay #LionsCare

WORLD EARTH DAY: 22 APRIL 2023



Over the next pages we welcome 327 new members into 154 existing clubs, one new
club and a club branch. Among this number are 41 founding members of the new London
Platinum Jubilee Lions Club, sponsored by Lions Club of Sudbury. All new members join
more than 1.4 million Lions around the world helping in local communities and responding
to global challenges.

At the first meeting of the six members of the new Middlesbrough & East Cleveland Club
Branch (part of Darlington Lions Club), planning began on local community projects.
These include tombola events in a local shopping centre and a Summer fund-raising
party, with a focus on helping children, individuals, and families in need.

A club branch is a great way for an existing club to develop the presence of Lions in a
local community. Club branches may be set up to appeal to a particular demographic,
such as young professionals or working parents with young children. Or, they might
expand into new areas or activities. They could concentrate on a specific service interest
and be formed as a speciality club branch.

Help and guidance are available for any existing Lions club interested in forming a club
branch. Initial details can be found via:
https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/knowledge/membership-recruitment/

WELCOME TO LIONS

WELCOME TO LIONS
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Welcome new Lions members
All members of Lions Clubs of the British Isles share a commitment to 
serve their local communities.

Over the following pages we welcome 327 new members joining 156 
Lions clubs serving their local communities.

These include a new Lions club and a new branch club.

London Platinum Jubilee Lions Club
Middlesbrough and East Cleveland Club Branch

#JoinUs

#LionsGetInvolved

#StepForward

#OpentoChange

Alton Lions Club
Gary Harvey

Ammanford Lions 
Club
Barry Morris

Ampthill and 
District Lions Club
Wendy Brown

Babbacombe and 
St Marychurch 
Lions Club
Joanne Blakeman

Banbury Lions 
Club
Helen Harman

Barking Lions Club
Harjinder Kaur

Barnstaple Lions 
Club
Nigel Noble

Barwell and Earl 
Shilton Lions Club
Robin Wachlin

Bedford Lions 
Club
Jaspal Singh

Bexhill on Sea 
Lions Club
Janice Glanville

Birkenhead Lions 
Club
Nicky Dowd
Hayley Jones
Kevin Jones

Birmingham 
Chinatown Lions 
Club
Yemi Daramloa

Birmingham 
Moseley and Kings 
Heath Lions Club
Mark Hudson

Black Mountains 
Lions Club
Alex Crichton-
  Stuart
Christine Garratt
Helen Morris
Mary Strode

Bradford Central 
Lions Club
Haider Mahmood

Bridgnorth Lions 
Club
Chris Luty

Bridlington Lions 
Club
Jean Hodgson

Bridport Lions 
Club
Geoff Smith
Jan Smith

Bromyard Lions 
Club
Michael Allen

Budleigh Salterton 
Lions Club
Antony Alton
Kim Holmes
Lorraine Ralph
Prue Yeoman

Burnham Bucks 
Lions Club
Terry Gamble

Camborne-
Redruth and 
District Lions Club
Teresa O’Hara

Cannock Lions 
Club
Chris Harborow

Cardiff Lions Club
Stephen Blacker

Central West 
British Isles 2020 
Virtual Lions Club
Jane Edwards
Julian Edwards

Cheddar Vale 
Lions Club
Roger Bowker

Chepstow and 
Caldicot Lions 
Club
Nadine Axon

Colne Valley Lions 
Club
Beth Halligan
Linda Halligan
Paul Halligan

Congleton Lions 
Club
Maria Duchars

Coventry Godiva 
Lions Club
Ramesh Chander 
  Kohli
Steve Lall
Archna Mehta
Tajinder Sukhija

Coventry Phoenix 
Club Branch 
(Coventry Leofric 
Lions Club)
Maathangi Iyer

Coventry Mercia 
Lions Club
Rishab Garg
Sakshi Garg

Crewe Lions Club
Aaron Colclough

Crofton Lions Club
Amninder Hayre
Kamaldeep Hayre

Darlington Lions 
Club
Ann Gent
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Dartford Lions 
Club
Aaron Kelly

Dereham Lions 
Club
Harry Howe
Isobel Howe

Derwent Lions 
Club
David Kay

Devizes Lions Club
Ray Josey

Droitwich Lions 
Club
Mark Woodland

Dursley Lions Club
David Perrett

Easingwold 
District Lions Club
Cynthia Hunter
Kate Webster

East Anglia 
Centennial 100 
Champions Lions 
Club
Denis Susac

East Anglia 
Lioness Lions Club
Richard Banks

East Anglia New 
Century Lions 
Club
Matthew King
Tom King
Iulia-Teodora 
  Mihulet

East Grinstead 
Lions Club
Ruthie Bowers
Karen Cairns

Edwinstowe and 
The Dukeries 
Lions Club
Bianca Froggatt

Farnham Lions 
Club
Alyson Deadman
Barbara Frost
Stephen Hennessey

Felixstowe Lions 
Club
Clive Denny

Filey Lions Club
Julie Brown
Juanita Hannay
Debbi White

Fishguard and 
Goodwick Lions 
Club
Mary Venables

Fleet Lions Club
Nigel Arthur
Roy Fang
Nicola Painter
Andrew Rennison

Fleetwood and 
Cleveleys Lions 
Club
Yvonne Bryan

Glanford and 
Lindsey Lions Club
Matthew Doherty

Great Yarmouth 
Lions Club
Leon Barker

Hailsham Lions 
Club
Allan Barnes

Harborough 
Twenty 12 Lions 
Club
Michael Bunning

Havant Lions Club
Terence Gingell

Hayle Lions Club
Hannah Strick

Hereford Lions 
Club
Andrew Bradley
Christopher Davies
Elizabeth Jones

Heston Lions Club
Heather Dixon-
  Thomas
Shamsa Khan
Sheraza Khan

Highworth and 
District Lions Club
Hilary Stokes

Hinckley Burbage 
Lions Club
Val Binns
Tanya Shaw

Hook-Odiham 
Lions Club
Lynn Sandford

Horley Lions Club
Shelley Bright
Chris Parker

Hornchurch Lions 
Club
Sukhdev Singh 
  Mullay

Hornsea District 
Lions Club
June Greensmith
Charles Henderson
Glynis North
Lewis Rose

Humberston North 
Sea Lions Club
Anthony Webb

Ilfracombe Devon 
Lions Club
Deb Mannix
Grace Mannix
Jane Saxton

Ironbridge-Severn 
Gorge Lions Club
Siobhan Kilbane

Jersey Lions Club
Alison Bisson
Penny Bromley
Andrew Lewis
Kieran Sharman

Keighley Lions 
Club
Elizabeth Dodds
Pete Haggo
Ruth Payne
Mel Thompson

Kenilworth Lions 
Club
Robert Mansfield
Mark Stevens

Knaresborough 
Lions Club
Lynn Nudds
George Simpson
Alistair Waind

Knowle and 
Dorridge Lions 
Club
Monica Kelleher

Knutsford and 
District Lions Club
Vivien Deveney
Jon Wells-
  Bradshaw

Launceston Lions 
Club
Mark Leavis
Andrew Townsend

Leek Lions Club
Eleanor Cartwright
Jack Need

Leicester 
Charnwood Lions 
Club
Atul Jobanputra
Ramnik Modi
Bharat Raval

Littlehampton and 
District Lions Club
Sandra Anderson
Edward Balk

Lutterworth Lions 
Club
Sue Rayner
Alexandra Wilson
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Lyn Lions Club
Stuart Betts
James Dwyer
Mark Searle-
  Edwards 
Michael Searle-
  Edwards
Drew Wallace
Penny Wallace

London Central 
Host Lions Club
Hagir Ahmed
Sandeep Mishra
Shafiq Parwaz

London Covent 
Garden Lions Club
Jaime Law
Annie Xu

London Hendon 
Lions Club
Ashaa Bhargava
Ambrish Patel
Smita Shah

London Kingsbury 
Lions Club
Prakash Kataria

London Mill Hill 
Lions Club
Paresh Bhupatrai 
  Virani

NEW - London 
Platinum Jubilee 
Lions Club
Kailash Batavia
Kirit Batavia
Kalpana Bhatt
Jashu Derodra
Pramodini Derodra
Narendra Vallabh 
  Dhana

Pratima Narendra 
  Dhana
Jaswantrai Ratilal 
  Doshi
Bina Holden
David Holden
Hansa Mandalia
Pragna Mandalia
Surendra Mandalia
Yashwantrai 
  Mandalia
Anup Chandulal 
  Mehta
Chandrika 
  Harkishan Mehta
Harkishan Dayalji 
  Mehta
Nanubhai Mehta
Prafulbala Anup 
  Mehta
Harendra Meswani
Purnima Harendra 
  Meswani
Nitin Patel
Pradip Patel
Jayshree Rajkotia
Vijay Rajkotia
Jayshreeben Raval
Arvind Shah
Bharti Shah
Jagdish Shah
Minaxi Shah
Ramesh Shah
Rekha Jagdish 
  Shah
Bhadra Rajnikant   
  Sheth
Padma Sheth
Kokilaben Solani
Nanalal Solani
Bharat Varia
Saroj Varia
Bhupen Vasa
Nalini Vasa

London St Johns 
Wood Lions Club
Firoz Kanchwala

London 
Westminster Lions 
Club
Jay Sridhar

Lowestoft Lions 
Club
Sarah Winchester

Macclesfield and 
District Lions Club
David Naylor

Maidstone Lions 
Club
Lucy Sibley

Maltby Rother 
Valley Lions Club
Jean Fletcher
Jim Fletcher

Malton Norton 
Lions Club
Ben Corner
Greg Pearson
Gill Pycock
David Walsh

Market Rasen 
Lions Club
Anthony Hurd

Marston Green 
and District Lions 
Club
Christopher Lovatt

Melton Mowbray 
Lions Club
Michael Hendy

NEW - 
Middlesbrough 
and East 
Cleveland Club 
Branch (Darlington 
Lions Club)
Mohamad Ayach
Carl Blake
Joanne Murphy
Suvodeep Paul
Veerle Van Tricht

Milton Keynes 
Stony Stratford 
Lions Club
Eleanor Hyde

Morpeth Lions 
Club
Nigel Hedley

Newhaven 
Peacehaven and 
Seaford Lions Club
Valerie Percival

Newport Pagnell 
and Olney Lions 
Club
Stephen Holman

Newquay Towan 
Blystra Lions Club
Jay Anson

Nottingham West 
Lions Club
Omar Ahmad El 
  Mostafa

Nuneaton Lions 
Club
Surinder Singh 
  Bhamra
Harbans Singh 
  Gumman
Surinder Singh 
  Marwaha

Oban and Lorn 
Lions Club
Stuart Abercrombie
Gary Hamilton
Jim Lynch
Sean McMahon-
  Harris
Grant Nicholson
Neil Owen

Otley Lions Club
Alan Kirkham

Penzance Lions 
Club
Sharon Trethewey

Petersfield Lions 
Club
Guy Braithwaite

Pocklington and 
District Lions Club
Sandra Bentley
Anthony Harrison
Muhammet Yilmaz

Rayleigh Lions 
Club
Steve Collins

Reepham Lions 
Club
Anne Toomey
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Redbridge 
Centennial Lions 
Club
Veena Adur
Gulshan Ahuja
Iqbal Kaur Bansal
Vyomesh Gadhia
Neelam Gupta
Jim Haran
Gurbinder Kaur 
  Kalsi
Nimmy Nayar
Shiela Patel
Gurdeep Kaur 
  Sagoo
Nirmal Kaur Sagu
Karpal Kaur Virdee

Ross on Wye Lions 
Club
Susan Hanson
Susan Johnson
Rob Sedman

Rottingdean and 
Saltdean Lions 
Club
Stephen Jackson-
  Lawrence

Rugby Rokeby 
Lions Club
Christina Bourne

Rushden and 
District Lions Club
Osman Canaku
Sue Warren

Rutland Lions Club
David Clark
Jacquie Drane
Peter Light
James Maxwell
Lynne Maxwell
Diane Webb

Ryedale Lions 
Club
Robert Carrack

Scarborough Lions 
Club
Alan Banks
Joanna Duggan

Sevenoaks Lions 
Club
Barbara Walker

Sidmouth Lions 
Club
Christopher Hall

Shirley Lions Club
David Cove
Angela Goldingay
Greg Johnson
Emma McGann

Southborough 
Lions Club
Keith Auton

Southend on Sea 
Lions Club
Eve Bell
Tayf Yildizeli

Southwell and 
District Lions Club
Simon Dawkins

Stoke on Trent 
Lions Club
Karen Bowler
Peter Bowler

Stonehaven and 
District Lions Club
Anthony Dodd

Stour Valley Lions 
Club
Jes Bains
Sue Bains

Tenterden Lions 
Club
Robert French
John Davies
William Smith

Tetbury Lions Club
David Evans

Tiverton Lions 
Club
Brian Shipton

Thanet Lions Club
Fiona Laurence

The Deepings 
Lions Club
Patrick Archer

Thorne Rural Lions 
Club
Graham Downes
Vanessa Downes

Trowbridge Wilts 
Lions Club
Rory Donaldson

Uckfield and 
District Lions Club
Charlotte Millington

Wareham Lions 
Club
Ralph Armstrong

Warminster Lions 
Club
Wendy Case
Keith Drummond

Warrington Lions 
Club
Heather Babington
Derek Johnson
Carol Kilgannon
Pam Qweeney

Wells Somerset 
Lions Club
Marcia Cumper

West Drayton Club 
Branch (Southall 
Lions Club)
Andrew Conor 
George Dhillon
Gurminder Singh     
  Panesar
Deven Patel
Mandeep Singh 
  Sarai
Jaypal Sihra 

Westbury Lions 
Club
Velia Hall
Chris Saunders

Wisbech Lions 
Club
Robert Norton
Anne Siwczyk

Witney Lions Club
Lois McDonald
Carole Nash

Wokingham Lions 
Club
Nandini Banerjee
Jonathan Blane

Woolwich and 
Greenwich Lions 
Club
Rattan Sharma
Surjit Verdi

Worcester Lions 
Club
Keith Jones

Worle Lions Club
Caroline Kellett

Worthing Lions 
Club
Eileen Boots

Wotton Under 
Edge Lions Club
Ian Carr
Trevor Catmull
Mitch Clark
Simon Cooper
Steve Vaslet

Wrexham Maelor 
Lions Club
Alan Bennett
Jean Bennett

Wroxham and 
Hoveton Lions 
Club
Christine Dobson
Jonathan Dobson

Wymondham 
Lions Club
Chris Stace

Yateley and 
District Lions Club
Samuel Wise
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A LION’S TALE

A LION’S TALE

“Lions changed my life,” said former US president Jimmy Carter, and member of Plains Lions 
Club since 1953. “I would have never been ambitious enough to run for Governor of Georgia. 
I would have never dreamed of being President of the United States if it were not for the 
Lions.”

Mr. Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, founded The Carter Centre in 1982, which partnered with 
the LCIF SightFirst programme in 1994. By 2018 funding for hundreds of millions of medical 
treatments and surgeries had helped reduce blindness in communities around the world.



ANSTICE: Lion Paul
Northampton Eighty Lions Club

ARBUTHNOTT: Lion Dennis 
Newquay Lions Club

ASH: Lion Ken 
Rochdale Lions Club

BENNEWITH: Lion John
Biggleswade-Sandy Lions Club

BLACK: Lion Jean
Urmston Lions Club

BOOKER: Lion John
Stour Valley Lions Club 

BOUSFIELD: Lion Paul
Woodhall Spa Lions Club

BOYCE: Lion Michael 
Folkestone Lions Club

BUTLER: Lion John
Shakespeare Lions Club

CLARKE: Lion Doug
Kington Lions Club

CLENTON: Lion Arthur 
Macclesfield and District 
Lions Club

COLLINS: Lion Michael
St Austell Lions Club

COXAGE: Lion Trevor 
Newquay Lions Club

DALE: Lion Sheila
Sutton Coldfield and Erdington 
Lions Club

DALY: Lion Jim 
South East British Isles Virtual 
Lions Club

DARUWALLA: Lion Kety 
Hounslow Lions Club

DENHAM: Lion Alan
Radstock and Midsomer Norton 
Lions Club

DOBBIE: Lion Elizabeth 
Retford Lions Club

DRAKE: Lion Margaret
Norwich West Lions Club

DUCKETT: Lion Rod 
Devizes Lions Club

DUNCAN: Lion David 
Driffield and District Lions Club

EVERETT: Lion Sharne
Nantwich Lions Club 

FRANKLIN: Lion Trevor 
Peterborough Lions Club

GADEN: Lion Colin 
Wetherby and District Lions Club

GASPER: Lion Michael 
Leigh on Sea Lions Club

GILHAM: Lion Maurice 
Tonbridge Lions Club

GILL: Lion Balwant Singh 
London Acton Lions Club

GRAHAM: Lion Tony
North Notts Lions Club

GREEN: Lion John 
Norfolk Broads Lions Club

HALL: Lion Richard
Alnwick Lions Club

HALL: Lion Richard 
Chichester Lions Club

HALLETT: Lion Paul 
Trowbridge Wilts Lions Club

HARTNELL: Lion Philip 
Budleigh Salterton Lions Club

HOLDEN: Lion Mike
Warrington Lions Club

HOWE: Lion Peter
Biggleswade-Sandy Lions Club

HOWE: Lion Philip
Tetbury Lions Club

HUBBARD: Lion John
Wetherby and District Lions Club

JASSAL: Lion Sukhwinder Singh 
Redbridge Centennial Lions Club

JOHNS: Lion George
Basingstoke Lions Club

JOHNSON: Lion Rita
Leigh on Sea Lions Club

KERSHAW: Lion Hugh
Dumbarton Lions Club

LAWTON: Lion Evelyn
Durham City Lions Club

LEVY: Lion Rochelle
Fairlop Lions Club

LIPPITT: Lion Anne
Wimborne and Ferndown
Lions Club

LLOYD-DAVIES: Lion Bryan
Torpoint and Rame Peninsula 
Lions Club

LOMAS: Lion Lesley 
Stockport Lions Club

LOVETT: Lion Pamela
Congleton Lions Club

MCCORMACK: Lion James 
Dumfries Lions Club

MCGREGOR: Lion James 
East Anglia Helen Keller Internet 
Lions Club

MANN: Lion Narendra Singh 
Redbridge Centennial Lions Club

MARSH: Lion Paul 
Nailsea Lions Club

MASKILL: Lion Colin 
Maltby and Rother Valley 
Lions Club

MASON: Lion Graham 
Looe Lions Club

MESWANI: Lion Harendra
London Platinum Jubilee 
Lions Club

MITCHELL: Lion James
Swale Lions Club

MULHOLLAND: Lion Tommy
Bromley Lions Club

MYERS: Lion Neville 
Lytham St Annes Lions Club

NELSON: Lion Eve 
Harrogate Lions Club

NEWNS: Lion Bill
Folkestone Lions Club

OLIVER: Lion Barbara
Humberstone Lions Club

PATEL: Lion Pramod
Leicester Charnwood Lions Club

PIERCE: Lion Denis 
Isle of Wight Newport Lions Club

POTTER: Lion Brian
Ryedale Lions Club

QUILTER: Lion Pamela 
Farnham Lions Club

RAHI: Lion Kuldip Singh 
Ealing Lions Club

RAMLAL: Lion Elizabeth Lopez
London Hornsey Lions Club

ROBB: Lion Stewart
Nailsea Lions Club

ROUSE: Lion Frank 
Watford Lions Club

SALZMAN: Lion Martin 
Bedworth Lions Club

SELVARAJAH: Lion Guruswamy
Whitstable, Herne Bay and 
Canterbury Lions Club

SHARPE: Lion Bob
Furness Lions Club

SMITH: Lion Colin 
Jersey Lions Club

SMITH: Lion Jane
Padstow and District Lions Club

STURMAN: Lion Francis
Plymouth Tamar Lions Club

TEBB: Lion John Henitson
Wotton Under Edge Lions Club

THOMPSON: Lion Ken 
Newmarket Lions Club

THORN: Lion Jennifer
Hayling Island Lions Club

THRELFALL: Lion Grahame 
Blackburn Lions Club

TUCKER: Lion Kieran
Tring Lions Club

WALKER: Lion Sydney
Warrington Lions Club

WARES: Lion Michael
Billericay Lions Club

WATSON: Lion Maurice 
Swindon Lions Club

WATT: Lion John 
Stone Lions Club

WEBB: Lion June
Bridport Lions Club

WILKINSON: Lion David
Furness Lions Club

WILLIAMS: Lion Jeff 
Tynedale Lions Club

WILLIAMSON: Lion Tony
Lancing and Sompting Lions Club

BIRCH: Nigel  
Musical Director 
Lions Youth Brass Band

47LION

IN MEMORIAM

In Memoriam
Obituaries: A Celebration of Life

Lions Clubs of the British Isles remember the Lions members who made a 
commitment to serve their local communities, we honour their memory.

Lions Clubs International

MD105 British Isles

www.lionsclubs.coAlmoners: Please email obituaries with photograph to: In-Memoriam@lionsclubs.co.uk



TITLE

www.lionsclubs.coLION48 Forever Curious

To book, check availability or to request a brochure 

Call 01283 248 304  and mention your Lions Club

Visit rivieratravel.co.uk/lions
For group enquiries, email groups@rivieratravel.co.uk or call 01283 742 322

Bookings for individuals as well as groups are accepted. Some elements are not commissionable – for full details on 
the affi nity offer, please visit rivieratravel.co.uk/affi nity. Please remember to mention your Lions Club at the time of 
booking. Riviera Travel retain the right to withdraw this offer at any time. ABTA  No. V4744

 

Book a holiday 
and get 10% 
back for your 

Lions Club

Discover our 
full collection of 
tours and cruises

memories...For the group

River cruises 
from £999PP

Yacht cruises 
from £1,499PP

City breaks 
from £389PP

European tours 
from £869PP

Worldwide tours 
from £969PP
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